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Mint of the United States 
Philadelphia 
July 15, 1862 


Hon. S. P. Chase 
Secretary of the Treasury 
Washington City 


Sir: 

Ihave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2" inst. in relation to the 
establishment of the Branch Mint at Denver, Colorado Territory. 

The instructions for the transaction of business at the Branch Mint will be prepared in due 
time and submitted for your approval. 

With respect to the charges to be imposed on deposits of bullion at the Branch Mint, I 
have to state that the principal item of charge will be for separating or parting the silver 
contained in the fold bullion of that region, and should be equal to the expense of the materials 
and labor employed in the operation. Before fixing the charge in question, it will be necessary to 
ascertain what it will cost per pound, to have nitric acid — which will have to be sent from this 
city — delivered at Denver, it being the principal and most expensive article used in the operation 
referred to. I will make some inquiries in relation to the cost of hiving acids and other chemicals 
delivered at Denver and the rate of wages it will be necessary to allow before determining and 
recommending for your approval, the charges proper to be imposed on deposits at the Branch 
Mint. 

If it is designed to commence coining operation at any time before next spring, it will be 
necessary to forward, in time to arrive at Denver before the winter season sets in, such apparatus, 
materials, etc., as will be required in the operations of assaying, refining, parting and coining. An 
estimate of the same can be prepared here, if you desire it, in which case you will please state 
what the capacity of the Branch Mint for refining, parting and coining, per annum, is to be, and 
how soon it is contemplated to have the building ready. 

In view of the lateness of the season for shipping articles to Denver, and the time it will 
take to prepare and put up the fixtures and apparatus for “parting,” which operation is necessary 
to prepare the bullion for coinage, I respectfully suggest for your consideration, whether the 
establishment, as soon as it can be done, of the Assay Department of the Branch Mint would not 
to a great extent, meet the wants of the people of the Territory and tend to increase the 
production of bullion. If a sizeable building for that purpose can be rented, the arrangements for 
receiving, melting, casting into bars, and assaying of deposits could be made in the course of say 
60 days. Certificates for the net value of the bullion might be issued in payment therefore, as 
provided in the 6" Section of the Act establishing said Branch Mint. The bullion would become 
the property of the United States, and could be, from time to time, forwarded to the Mint at 
Philadelphia to be “parted” and coined thereat. This course would, in my opinion, give 
satisfaction to the people of the Territory and furnish the Treasury with a considerable amount of 
bullion in exchange for the Treasury Drafts. The immediate wants of the mining and commercial 


interests of that section being thus provided for, the apparatus, materials, etc., required for 
parting and coining could be subsequently prepared and the coinage commence in due time. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

James Pollock 

Director of the Mint 


